HER2-positive gastric cancer showing marked thickening of the gastric wall on ultrasonographic and computed tomographic scans. a chance phenomenon or a specific behaviour of this cancer type? Report of three cases.
Worldwide, gastric cancer is the fourth most commonly diagnosed type of cancer and the second most common cause of cancer-related death. Recently, it was demonstrated that 15-20% of advanced gastro-oesophageal carcinomas overexpress human epidermal receptor 2 (HER2), one of a family of four identified human epidermal receptors. As in HER2-positive breast cancer, trastuzumab, a monoclonal antibody targeting HER2 receptor, with chemotherapy improves prognosis, time-to-progression and overall survival in patients with advanced gastric cancer. Computed tomography (CT) and ultrasound (US) imaging of gastric cancer has been previously reported, however, to our knowledge HER2-positive gastric adenocarcinoma appearance on US and CT scans has not been previously described and no CT and US images of this variant of adenocarcinoma have been found. We herein report three cases of patients with HER2-positive gastric cancer that showed a marked thickening of the gastric wall on US and CT examination.